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| n our church we have afew banana plants. |
planted them to be able to make afew extra
centavos for the church while we were beginning.
However, | have to admit, even though | haven't
gotten any fruit from them yet, | have gotten much
teaching and inspiration as | water them. Pastoring
anew church, I'm always looking for new and easy
ways to make the gospel easy to understand. |
bought these banana plants all at the same time and
they were all about the same size and age. When
we came to Zihuatanejo, we planted them in the
cinema on the side where we have fellowship. (it
hasadirt floor) | planted them in the same spot and
at the same time. However, some have taken better
than

need to have alot of water. | suppose that with
any fruit tree you must have alot of water. With
our lime tree you can definitely see the difference
in the fruit. When thereis alot of water, the fruit
isjucier. When there islittle water, there may be
fruit, but even so, that is dried out and doesn't
have much juice. With fruit trees, healthy, juicy
fruit isthe name of the game. So | try to stay on
top of giving them lots of water. New Christians,
like banana plants, need much water of the Word
of God to help them to take root. Many times new
Christians don't take root for this reason; not
enough water (Word). The Lord seems to pour out
extra grace, more to those who struggle than to
those who have taken root quickly. He wants them
to grow to their full potential.

Many times while watering the plants, from the
outside the plant appears all well and fine.
However, the inside of the banana plant may be
home to many different types of dangerous pests.
For example, hidden in the center of the plant can
live fireants, tarantulas, scorpions, and even
snakes and the like. Though you wouldn't expect
to find those there; much caution is advised when
working around these plants. The hidden

PpOoi Sonous pests can be a cause of problems for
both the plant and the one who tendsit. Just like
hidden sin in the life of a Christian, can also
become a source of pain and hurt, not only for
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him, but also for the ones around him. The banana
plant sends forth a flower, which in turn begins to
produce the fruit. As

others, and one of them didn't lool hle i
would make it When I watered them, I tried
to give that one more water than the others to
try to stmulate i to grow. I really wanted to
see it produce, but it jqust seemed to plod
along. The others have seemed to do alnght
Ewervbody who talks to me tells me that they

1

p m .
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Continued Article Heading

(Continued from page 1)

the flower beginsto grow, it looks like
abig rose bud. Asthe outer leaves
begin to die and wither, they fall off.
Asthey fall off they reveal arow of
bananas. The first few rows are what
produce the most fruit. Asthe bud
grows down, and as the leaves
continue to fall off, rows and rows of
small bananas are revealed. As the bud
grows down, the fruit grows smaller
and fewer. Each time the leaves die
and fall off, they reveal another row of
fruit. When it has all grown, then the
fruit beginsto ripen. When it hasfully
ripened it's all cut off at once. The way
for the Christian to bear fruit isto die
to one's self. Aswe begin to die to sdlf,
more and more fruit is revealed. At the
beginning of the Christian walk, many
things are given up and much fruit is
seen, but as the Christian matures, the
fruit that is seen is smaller, or not as
visible. The fruit is not of lesser type,
but it doesn't have the big rows of
bananas like it had in the beginning.
Depending on the health of the plant, it
can produce up to two dozen bananas
per row and about 8 rows. So if the
plant isin good soil with plenty of sun
and especialy water, many bananas

off from the cinema at the bottom of the stairs
and collects at one spot. The results have been
tremnendous, and this plant may now supercede
the others. I had to take ot out of it's
environment and put it inte another place to
really see it flourish. Sometimes, we as well,
need to change our enwronment so that God
can really worke i us. Sometimes we are not in

the nght place to really see God mowve MMany
say, 1 need to get my life i order before God
can use me . However, I would ask, "How do
vou know that where wou are right now, 18
where (od wants to work out the things m your
ife? Maybe wou need a new challenge to see
Fod move” We were comfortable in Acapulco.
We had a nice church, mce pastor friends, a nice
house, we were all set. Only problem was we
catne to a potnt i our ministry where we were
productng leaves and not much frut When we
were transplanted to Zihwatanejo, we really
began to see fwt Ewen though we were pulled
out of where we had taken root and were
planted with the risk of not bemng able to take
root, the move was for our good.

The stem of the banana plant which holds the
frut produces a hgwd which 15 called milk here
i1 Mexico If you should wvou handle the stem
and the frut  correctly, and that rlke touches
vour clothes, it can stan them forever Iany
here have banana picking clothes that have been
stained, and the mull ust won't come  out. You
hawve to he careful how wou handle the stem as
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can come from one plant. Aswell as have to be careful how you handle the stem as

with the Christian; depending on the
depth he has, he can come to produce
much fruit for God. Some plants only
produce a few rows and those aren't
full rows. The fruit producing just
doesn't seem to continue. With our
plant that was struggling, it seemed to
just produce leaves, one at atime and
by the time another leaf was ready to
come out, the previous one seemed to
die. Indeed, this plant struggled just to
produce leaves. | wanted to see it bear
fruit, so | pulled it out of its spot and
planted it in another spot. Thistime the
spot was where the water runs
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(Continued from page 2)

well asthe fruit. Same with the
Spirit and His fruit. If you handle
them wrong you can have an
eternal stain. Don't let astain on
your clothes testify against you
that you handled the stem and the
fruit wrong.

Another aspect that is different
from all other trees, isthat the
banana has only one chance to
produce fruit. After it has
produced it's fruit, the banana
treeis cut down and never
produces again. Most other trees
have seasons, but the banana has
one season and then it is cut
down and dies. The Bible teaches
thisaswell. "The kingdom of
Heaven is like a man who casts
his seed upon the soil; and goes
to bed at night and gets up by
day, and the seed grows up by
day, and the seed sprouts and
grows-how, he does not know.
The soil produces crops by itself;
first the blade, then the head,
then the mature grain in the head.
But when the crop permits he
immediately putsin the sickle,
because the harvest has

come" (Mark 4:26-29). While the
banana plant is healthy, it isup to
the banana plant to produce what
they call herein Mexico, hijos,

fiot the tessage Jesus has for us? In Matthew 28
Jesus says, "o into all the wotld and make
disciples” (or reproduce yourselves o others so
that the good news can continue). Jesus sad: "By
this 18 my Father glorfied, that vou bear
(produce) much fuit ™ John 155 Part of that
fruit 15 reproductng ourselves m another, so that
when our brief bfe 1z ower, the wotl can continme
of, and ewven be multiplied. The only falure 15 o
the banana iz bad or deesn't produce. Something
would have to be very wregular for if to not do
that. Same with the Chnstan, something would
hawve to be wery wrong for us not to reproduce
ourselves i others.  The option to reproduce
actually doesn't even exmist It's really an option
that the dewil has given to us to stop the
advancement of the gospel We have only one
shot at hfe then, we go on to face the Lord Could
we really be so self- centered that we don't hawve
titne to iwest i even one other soul (that would
be the minrmm)?

Let's take this analogy. Let's suppose that T got
a big inhentance. Before the mhentance I had no
place to e, When I get i, T begim to look for a
nice place to lve. &4 friend saws he has a vacant
house that I can bve . It needs a little work but
I hawe all the liberty to make the changes I want.
Howewer the owner says that after one year he’ll
need the land and I'll need to disoccupy the land.

I agree and

1o Ve 11, fr—":”f":;?‘

Like he & Sy X
w1 (AT Yem
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(children). That's how the banana
plant ensures producing more
bananas after it is cut down. If it
fails to produce children, it will
stop producing bananas. The one
banana plant in my house had
already produced three children
before it was cut down. If those
three, produce three each, the
multiplication process begins,
and | reap a harvest of bananas
within a short time. For thelife
of the bananasis short. The
whole trick to the bananaisto
have it reproduceitself init's
offspring so more and more fruit
can come from them, as opposed
to when the father plant was
alive. Actualy, one could havein
very little time, an abundance of
bananas if the plants continue to
produce children. Do you see the
analogy? Is that

satd, it
needed
work and I
begin te
spend to get
t h e
plumbing
fized  and
decide for a
JACUEEL  as
well Beetng
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(Continued from page 3)

how my inheritance was a big one, | opt for a built-
in swimming pool too. Later on, asit gets hot, |
decide to get central air-conditioning, as well as
fireplacesin afew rooms. | want to stay fit, so |
have atennis court and a basketball court put in as
well. Finaly, after 11 months, I'm very
comfortable. My inheritance is aso spent. On the
twelfth month the owner comes to me and says,
"I'm ready for my land now; you need to be off it
by thefirst of theyear." | say, "It took me 11
monthsto finally get comfortable in this house and
now you want to take it from me?' He says
"Remember the agreement? | said after 12 months
| was going to come for it and ask for it, and now
you must leave." | leave, but seeing how my
inheritance was spent and | don't have anything
anymore, | wander around the streets begging.
What would you think of such a person? Would
you take pity on him? Wasn't he afool? He spent
all hisinheritance on short range comforts and
when it came timeto live for the long range he had
nothing. Y ou may say that this story doesn't make
any sense. But how many Christians live their
Christian life just like that? Their attention is so
put on the temporal pleasures, that no thought is
ever placed on the eternal or the task that is set
before us, the great commission. I'm not saying
that to have any

of those comfortsiswrong, (| wouldn't mind afew
myself) but it's the mindset that we have, that seems to
say that we don't need to get involved in making
disciples. We have a person here staying with usfor 6
months. Suzanne said that | should remember that she
Isgiving up 6 months of her life to come and live with
us. | said that she didn't have that option as a Christian
to decide to give up afew months of her life and
decide to do this thing and to do that thing. This option
essentially does not exsist for the Christian. Our whole
lifeis God'sto do with as He pleases, as He sees best.
We've been bought with a price and are not our own.
Can | redlly say to God that | have aright? Have |
given back anything to God by becoming a missionary?
No. He bought me. Usually, when someone buys
something he controls the right to do whatever he feels
like doing with what he bought. Are you exercising a
right you do not have by deciding to do this or that
thing?

One last thought. Twicein my life | have been
diagnosed with a potassium deficiency. On both
occasions the doctors said that | should eat bananas
everyday to keep my system in balance because they
are high in potassium. The fruit has all you need to
keep your lifein ahealthy balance. Lack of fruit, lack
of balance. Much healthy fruit, good healthy balance.
"And the fruit of the Spirit islove, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self
control. Against such things thereisno law.
(Deficiency)"

(Gal.5:22-24)
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Support address: Field address:

Greg & Suzanne Winslow

cfo Household of Faith Greg & Suzanne Winslow
A0 Merrimack Ed. Apartade 424

Amherst, ITH 03031 Zihwatanejo, Gro. Mexico
Please make sure any support checks get made out to O P 40220

the Househald of Faith with a note attached designated

tor the Winslows

ernatl gwinslow@cdnet. cotn mx

it ffwmarwe. cdnet. com. mesmbuatwnslow
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